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SWORDS AND PLOUGHSHARES 


E hear a lot of talk about peace, | 
and with new developments of de-/ 


structive weapons, we desperately 
need peace. But much of the talk drains 
out into mere words. 

One of the favorite texts is Isa. 2:4, 
“‘They shall beat their swords into --- 
ploughshares, and their spears into prur- 
ing hooks.” Perhaps all of us have both 
preached on this text and have listened 
to sermons on this text. 


But the prophet’s statement cannot, — 


as it so often is, be separated from the 
first three verses of the chapter. his 
is summed up in the third yerse: ‘Let 
us go up into the mountain of the Lord, 
to the house of the God of Jacob; that 


he may teach us his ways and that we ~ 


29 


may walk in his paths. 
Only in this way can true peace be 
established, that we may learn the ways 
of the Lord and walk in his paths. 
That which is man-made is insecure; 
that which is God-made is eternal! 
Swords will be beaten into plough- 


shares and spears into pruning hooks, — 


when we first meet the conditions Isai- 
ah has outlined, consecration to God, 
and living and walking in His ways. 


---W. R. eam 
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DEATH CANNOT DESTROY US 


C. IRVING BENSON 


| life to which we go from this 


earth is no dim world of ghosts, 


but a homely sce h 
| Rawal =o ne where we shall 


At 3-O’clock on Friday afternoon -. 
‘sus died on the aod There was a 
doubt about His death. It was a defeat- 
‘ed, disconsolate group which met again 
in that upper room. They had Saenchine 
die and awful death. They had seen -- 
His lifeless body taken down and laid 
in Joseph S grave. Pilate had issued 
a certificate for His burial. 

There they were at night time, eleven 
of them, discussing the weird reports 
that Christ was risen from the dead! 
What were they to think? What were they 
to believe among the tales and rumors? 
They were frankly sceptical. 

Suddenly they saw Jesus standing in 
that very room. How He had come to be 
there they did not know. Had He slipped 
in unnoticed amid their eager talk? The 
doors were still locked.. there He stood 
giving them the usual salaam..“‘Peace 
be unto you.” 

It was too much for them, they were 
scared and terrified thinking it was a 
oy they saw. They knew Jesus was 
ead. They were sure of that! Then who 
could this be? FEither they were the 
dupes of their over-wrought nerves -—-- 
hey were seeing things—-or it was a 
ahanton from the beyond. 

But He said to them: ‘‘Why are you so 
ipset? Why do doubts invade your minds? 
3ehold My hands and My feet that it IS I, 
ly self.”’ 

Gradually the conviction grew upon 

em. /t was He! The same Jesus! The 
esus who died on the Cross. He was 
changed but it was the Master, Himself! 
[hey could not believe it for sheer joy. 

What does this mean? It means that 
recisely the same person came _ back 
is died on the Cross. Not precisely the 
ame body. Some mysterious change had 
assed over that; but the same Jesus. 


SA EE, 
elbourne Herald, Melbourne Australia 
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He called Mary by name. He sent mes- 
sages to His friends, making special 
mention of Peter. He appointed to meet 
them in the old haunts. 

It is Jesus the very same. He has not 
altered. “Jt is I, myself.” 

Personality persists through the shock 
of death. Because He lives we shall live 
also and as He lives. 

Death seems so destructive. But there 
is something that death cannot do-it can- 
not destroy us-ourselves. We carry our 
individuality through the veil. 

“It is I myself.”’ Not that His spirit 
survived, that went without saying, but 
that He Himself came back. 

The comfort that this revelation af- 
fords is perhaps best realized by cor 
trast. In her ‘Tales of Tirah and Les- 
ser Tibet,’’ Lillian Starr tells us that 
the most written prayer inthe world is 
““Q Mani Padmi Hun,’’ whichprobably 
means ‘‘Oh! the jewelof the Lotus.” 

It says: ‘‘As the drop of water, rest- 
ing on the Lotus leaf, like a sparkling 
diamond, drops off and is lost, absorbed 
in the water of the lake, so may I at 
death drop into and be absorbed in the 
Eternal Unknown.” 

That is the Buddhist ideal-to attain 
Nirvana, nothingness, non-existence — 
to be lost in the Divinity. The vague- 
ness, the loss of all personality, or con- 
sciousness of oneself or of others. 

Now compare this with Christ’s “It 
is I Myself.’ The destruction of per- 
sonality would be a destruction of ev- 
erything which makes immortality some- 
thing to be greatly desired. 

Heaven tea will be no dim world 
of unsubstantial ghosts, but a kindly 
and home scene where we shall find our 
own and resume our old affections with 
a warmer and deeper intimacy. We shall 
find our ap le our spiritual affinities 
in heaven. We shall be ourselves and 
we shall be able to recognise and com- 
municate with others. 


Honour the child by wise guidance, 
and the child will honour you. 
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RICH PEOPLE 


HENRY WADE DuBOSE 


in this country,’ said a multimil- 

lionaire a few years ago. He was 
thinking of the radical reduction of the 
net income of the very wealthy by rea- 
son of the graduated income tax. But, of 
course, the word “‘rich’’ is a relative 
term. and in comparison with most of the 
world’s inhabitants even the average 
American is very rich in material pos- 
sessions. 

But in a deeper and truer sense there 
are millions of rich people in this coun- 
try --- people whose riches are of such 
a character that no turn of the wheel of 
fortune can impoverish them. 

Writing to the Christians at Corinth, 
the apostle used the extravagant words 
“All things are yours; whether Paul or 
Apollos, or Cephas, or the world,or life, 
or death, or things present, or things 
to come; all are yours.”’ 

What did the apostle mean when he 
said, ‘‘All things are yours?’’ He does 
not leave us in doubt. He proceeded to 
draw up an inventory of valuable pos- 
sessions that belong to all Christians. 

First he says,‘*‘Paul and Apollos and 
Cephas are yours.’’ The context makes 
it clear that what the apostle was talk- 
ing about was the teachings of these 
great leaders, teachings that differed 
somewhat in doctrinal emphasis. As a 
result of these differences, divisions 
had appeared in the church at Corinth. 
Some were saying, “I. follow Paul;’’ 
others, “I follow Cephas;’’ others, ‘‘T, 
Apollos.’”? At this beginning of sectar- 
ianism Paul was grieved. He wanted 
Christians to see in these divergent 
emphases, not grounds for controversy 
and division, but varying insights into 
the many-sided truth of God. 

“All truth is yours’’ is what the apos- 
tle is saying.And what a priceless pos- 
session that is! Amind richly stored 
with truth is worth much more than a 


f 1 HERE are no longer any rich people 


—— 
Christian Observer, May 30,1956 
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bank-box stuffed with bonds. ‘The 
happiest people,’’ wrote President El- 


ot of harvard, ‘‘are the people who have — 


the most interesting thoughts.’ The rich- 
est people are those whose minds and 
hearts are most richly stored with truth 
and with the fine aspirations and pur- 
poses that spring from truth sincerely 
embraced. 

But the truth to which the apostle was 
referring was spiritual truth ~truth about; 
God and the gracious salvation He of- 
fers man through faith in Jesus Christ! 


It was the truth of which Jesus spoke — 


when He said, ‘‘Ye shall know the truth, 
and the truth will make you free.”’ 

And ‘‘The world is yours,’’ continues 
the apostle. And what a glorious world 
it is! Some of us may not own a foot of 
it in alegal sense. Yet itis ours to en- 
joy -- without paying taxes on it. All 
dawns and sunsets, all starry skies and 
blue waters, all stately trees and love- 
ly flowers, azaleas and camelias, roses 
and violets, mockingbirds and 
als, -‘‘all are yours’’ says the apostle. 


cardimn — 


And “‘Life is yours,” life with all | 


the beauty of its romance and the thrill 
of its adventures; life that brings us - 
sweet friendships and love and home, - 


the tasks that challenge us, the disci- — 


plines that make us strong, and the sor- 
rows that send us to God! 

And then in this inventory of our rich- 
es the apostle enters an amazing item: 
““And death is yours!’’ What? Was he 
mocking us? No, while Paul loved life, 
he looked forward to death as the great- 
est adventure of all, “‘I am in a strait 
betwixt two,’’ he wrote to the Philip- 
pians, “‘having a desire to depart and 
be with Christ, which is far better; nev- 
ertheless, to abide in the flesh is more 
needful for you. And having this confi- 
dence, I know that I shall abide.’’ 

Yes, said the apostle, adding up the 
column, “‘All things are yours-things 
present and things to come.’’ Things 
present we have observed. But things 
to come! Paradise, the house of many 
mansions, meeting our Saviour face to 
face, reunion with loved ones, joy un-— 
speakable and full of glory! ‘‘Eye hath 
not seen nor ear heard nor hath entered 
into the heart of man what God hath pre 
prepared for them that love Him.”’ 


_— 
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WALKING THROUG!I 
UR PARISHES 


An experienced minister speaking 
tto a group of young ministers advised 
tthem that when they went to their first 
parish they should become acquaint- 
eed with their new surroundings by 
twalking through them! “‘Do not ride 
tthrough your parish,’’ said the teach- 
ser, “‘until you have first --walked -- 
ithrought It.’’ ‘‘Tramp through it step 
iby step until you know its life. Get 
edown on the level on which everybody 
rwalks, and you will understand your 
jpeople and your problems better.” 

e never understand life by study- 
jing about it or reflecting upon it, or 
\theorizing about it. We understand 
llife only by living it! We know our 
fellow men mt through books and lec- 
itures, but through daily contact with 
ithem. If we are to know life, we have 
ito get down into the daily walks of 
‘life, not shut ourselves up in some 
ivory tower and believe that the truth 
‘will come to us there. 

One of the conspicuous things a- 
bout Jesus of Nazareth was the way 
lhe lived his life amid the teeming 
‘crowds of his day. John the Baptist 
lived in the wilderness, and the peo- 
ple went out to hear him preach; Je- 
sus carried his message into the cit- 
ies and villages and countrysides of 
Palestine. This was one of the dif- 
ferences between Jesus and John the 
Baptist, and one of the things that 
jp vestine- 

Don’t ride through life! Valk through 
B Enter into its life and by so doing, 
. 


you will find life in its reality. 
-Earl L. Douglass 


June, 1956 
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CHURCH AT WORK 


It 


FOLLOW THE GUIDE 

A guide, taking a number of people on 
a trip through Mammoth Cave, stepped up 
on the “‘pulpit’’ saying he was going to 
preach a sermon! It was short: ‘Rep 
close to your guide!’’ They soon learned 
if they did not follow the advice of that 
sermon, they would have been Jost!’’ 


THE CHURCH FUND-RAISING COLUMN 
By Norman E. Nygaard, D.D. 


Dr. Nygaard is a Presbyterian minister who bas 
contributed regularly to The Expositor for more 
than thirty years. For the last six years be has 
given full time to writing and professional fund- 
raising for churches. 

QUESTION: Until recently I had not 
known that there were organizations 
which actually helped churches with 
their fund-raising problems. Is this not 

ite a new field of service? What can 
Ae do for us which we could not do 
for ourselves? 


ANSWER:The question which you have 
propounded is actually a series of ques- 
tions and we shall attempt, therefore, to 
answer each one of them. 

1. The fund-raising profession as such 
is almost fifty years old. It actually 
started with the International Y.M.C.A. 
Fund-Raising Bureau. This was the orig- 
inal or first fund-raising group. Its cli- 
entele was then and, so far as I know,is 
now strictly limited to ¥.M.C.A. cam- 
paigns. Soon afterwards the first ofthe 
professional fund-raising groups began 
because it soon came to be recognized 
that this was a technique which could 
be used by churches, colleges, and oth- 
er philanthropic groups. 

2. Today, in almost every section of 
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the country, there are a great many pro- 
fessional fund-raising groups. The vast 
majority of them do an excellent job. 
There are a few so-called fund-raising 
organizations which are in the racket- 
eering Sago? but very few of them op- 
erate in the church field. They are much 
more inclined to work for organizations 
on a very high percentage basis and of- 
ten have what is known as a “‘boiler- 
room’’ technique. 

In the church field the fund-raising 
ore ae cannot very long survive 
unless they do perform a real service, 
in view of the fact that future engage- 
ments depend upon present successes. 


3. Almost any church can have a self- 
directed fund-raising campaign. Some 
few churches have in their membership 
men of remarkable abilities in the field 
of public relations and finance, with ad- 
ditional flair for publicity, and some 
leisure time, and such men are able to 
bring together a campaign which may be 
highly successful. The vast majority of 
churches are not in that category.Hence, 
the development of the very necessary 
program for church fund-raising. 

The best fund-raising organizations 
choose their men with extreme care. 
They want men who have been success- 
ful in the pastorate or church adminis- 
trative positions or have had experience 
in organization and campaign procedures 
for community chests, Red Cross, Y.M. 
C.A., etc. These men are then trained 
in the techniques of the particular or- 

anization which employs them.Different 

m-raising organizations use different 
methods, The best organizations are 
those which adapt their program to the 
particular needs of a church after care- 
ful analysis of the local situation. Gen- 
erally speaking, however, the problems 
of one church are similar to the problems 
of another. In no fund-raising campai 
is it ever found that everyone on the 
church role is eager to make a pledge, 
or a contribution. Having in mind the 
similarity of situations, a general plan 
of procedure will meet almost every 
church situation, but some adaptation 
is necessary for each particular church. 

The basic distinction in the procedure 
of the professional group of fund-rais- 
ers is that they go about their work with 
no waste motion. Almost anyone can 
learn to be a plumber but the home tink- 
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erer may take a day to do a job that a 
good plumber can complete in twenty 
minutes. 

The same thing holds true of the fund- 
raising campaign director, but he is also 
an expert in his knowledge of the human 
element, the difficult trustee, the timid 
deacon and the individuals who always 
want to have a program done their way. 
He has dealt with these people so often 
that he knows how to handle them ina 
fund-raising campaign. Sometimes for the 
sake of the church he must even antagon- 
ize a few people. If they were permitted 
to have their way -- and very often they 
would, if no professional help from the 
outside were employed-- the campaign 
would be a dismal failure. 

One other thing should be said con- 
cerning the work of the good profession - 
al. Usually he is able tohelp a church 
get so many pledges from the non-mem- 
ber group that that group will actually 
pay his fee several times, over. All 
other things being equal, therefore, the 
churches would do well to consider the — 
advisability of engaging professional ~ 
leadership. In surveys which have been 
made by such magazines as The Chris- 
tian Herald, the consensus of opinion 
of the pastors of churches which have 
had professionally directed campaigns — 
is that professional help is altogether — 
desirable and approximately ninety-five 
percent indicated that the church with- 
out such leadership would have fallen 
far short of the goals which had been 
set for their campaigns. 


For information which will help you in con- 

sidering or planning your Fund Raising Cam- 

paign, fill in the [oltowing coupon and mail 
ITOR. No obligation. 


it to the EXP 


Dr. Nygaard 
The Expositor, East Aurora, New York 


Please send me information on your 
Church Fund Raising Campaigns. 


Name 
Address 


City or Town 


Denomination 
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FACING LIFE ON 


GOD'S SIDE 


JOHN W. McKELVEY 


Beceem the tlie respite of 
a vacation from the usual round of 
events,great things have been hap- 
pening right and left, and this as mu ch 
on the individual level as in the larger 
sphere of world affairs. Some of these 
transactions have been happy, some 
tragic, some inconsequential in the 
long run, some pregnant with potential 
bearing on the days to come. No doubt, 
in the process you have asked the same 
questions that have confronted count- 
less people at their crucial hour of de- 
cision. 

It may not be easy to discover the 
proper answers to the questions, “Is 
this the right thing to do? ‘low can I 
be sure that God is on my side?’’---- 


but almost instinctively you are driven 


back to the sage insight of Abraham 
Lincoln, who, during the dark and un- 
certain days of 1864, was greeted by 
a minister, saying “‘I hope the Lord is 
on our side!’ ‘fe was startled when 
Mr. Lincoln said in reply, “‘I don’t a- 
gree with you. I am not at all concerne 

about that, for we know the Lord is al- 
ways on the side of the right. But it is 
my constant anxiety and prayer thatT 
and this nation be on the Lord’s side.” 
That Lincoln was not pe being fa- 


y by the pro- 
The Methodist Church 


_ Lansdowne, Pennsylvania 
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found heart-searching that character- 
ized his life, but also by the spiritual 
understanding of Psalm 139, consider- 
ed by the generations to be ‘“‘the crown 
of the Psalter.” To know whether you 
and | are “‘on the Lord’s side’’ turn to 
this remarkable hymn of ancient times 
and recover once again its sublime se- 
cret and splendor for the hour ahead! 

The secret of facing life on (God’s 
side is foursquare in character, and 
the first side has to do with God’s knowl- 
edge, not His knowledge about the uni- 
verse in general,not ‘lis knowledge that 
transcends time and the present, but 
His knowledge about you, as an indivi- 
dual, and about us, as a people of this 
creatly blest nation. 

There is a vast degree of difference 
between what I, or your best friend, or 
your loved ones know about you, and 
what God knows about you. George Aus- 
tin of Piggott, Arkansas, a 59-year-old 
escapee went back to prison last May, 
after 34 years, to “‘clear things up with 
God.’’ Back in 1917, he committed a 
robbery. Sentenced to 7-years on a road- 
gang, he escaped after two years and 
there-after went straight, living such an 
exemplary life that no one ever dreamed 
of him having been a criminal and even 
now an escapee from justice. But while 
his family and friends did not know, God 
knew, and George Austin knew that Yod 
knew. ‘ie explained his reaction to this 
knowledge thus: ‘‘my heart’s been so 
heavy I felt I was walking lopsided.” 

What. drove George Austin back to 
prison to ‘‘clear things up with God’ 
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was the realization that “right is right 
as long as God is God’’, and to get on 
God’s side is as simple as doing the 
right, not what seems to be right, not 
what you want to be right, but what is 
right in God’s sight, who sees and un- 
derstands all about you, even the deep 

things of the heart. If this goes for our 
George Austin and you as individuals, 
it goes equally as well for this nation 
in her present effort to offset the wick- 
edness and desolations of war by such 
tremendous moral and spiritual under- 
takings as those of the Point Four Pro- 
eram, the vicarious enterprises of U.N., 
the world mission of the Church, the 
thoughtful compassion of such efforts 

as Church World Service, CARE, the 
American Friends Service, and so on. 

It is one of the most urgent discoveries 

you can make, the experience that God 
knows you, your down-sitting and your 
uprising, even your thoughts afar off; 
indeed, ‘‘there is not a word in your 
tongue, but lo, God knows it entirely.” 

God knows you, hence, to face life 
on God’s side, you must be right with 
God. God goes with you wherever you 

. ° b2 
go. It is not the abstract idea of God’s 
omnipresence, but the realistic con- 
cept,where you are,there God is. *‘Clos- 
er is He than breathing, nearer than 
hands and feet.” In short, there is no 
running away from God, or from what is 
right in God’s sight. No matter how clev- 
er you are, how convincing your wily 
arguments, how desperate the situation, 
or how far and how swift you run, even 
“Sf you should take the wings of the 
dawn and settle down in the outermost 
bound of the sea, even there would His 
hand seize you, and ‘Tis right hand grasp 
you.” 

It is, of course,one of Satan’s suprem- 
est achievements that he-induces you to 
think that you are different, you are ex- 
cluded from the ordinary restraints and 
rules, you, in effect, are God, and hence 
can make your own decrees as to what 
is right and what is wrong. And what 
fools we mortals be, at this point, is 
demonstrated by the ease with which we 
fall for Satan’s bait. I am thinking of the 
28-year-old man, who was arraigned in 
Netroit on a charge of bigamy. 'laving 

_ grown weary of his wife, he admitted 
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he had remarried without divorcing his 
wife, but he pleaded innocent, pointing 
indignantly to his marriage license and 
saying, ‘“‘I don’t need a divorce. Look, 
it says here, ‘void after two years.” ”’ 
Not how stupid can one be, but how 

blind we are when we see only what 

we want to see! 

One day last summer I was listening 
to the radio program, ‘“The Wizard of 
Odds’’, where people try to outmatch 
the odds set against them in answer- 
ing certain questions. This program im 
terested me because the MC was inter- 
rogating a young chap, one of four on 
a stag automobile jaunt through the 
west. Intrigued by bravado on the young 
man’s part, the MC asked him his story. 
In brief it was this: the four young men 
had started on a vacation trip, and had 
set out with enough money to see them 
around and home again, but en. route, 
they went to Reno and tried to improve 
their finances by gambling. Possibly 
they were carried away by the impres- 
sion that “‘everybody in Reno is doing 
it, therefore, it must be all right.” In 
any case they found out that numbers 
do not make a thing right, and that even 
though God was far from their minds, 
His hand was on them and lis truth and 
righteousness inescapable. They leamed 
too late you can’t get something for noth- 
ing, and in the long run God’s arithmetic 
is infallible. 

As it turned out,the young man answer- 
ed only the first question right and quite 
likely it never occurred to him that his 
failure on the second question had any- 
thing to do with his distorted concept 
of life or with the fact that a man can 
run his legs off to get away from what 
is right and pure ma good, but he can - 
not run away from l)ivine Presence. 

The Psalmist goes further in telling 
you and me how to face life on God’s 
side. Me declares with boldness that 
God has made you what you are, itis 
necessary to accept life and personal- 
ity as God’s loving gift, acknowledg- 
ing not only that you live and move and 
have your being in God, but that God is 
the Source of the distinction between 
good and evil, right and wrong. q 

It is imperative to remember all this, | 
as a nation! Countries in Europe and | 
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‘Asia in our own time, who repudiated righteousness have been obeyed, and 
tthe creed that God is the supreme Sovy- that God is not mocked. 
cereign .of men and nations and His truth The fourth aspect to the fours quare 
ywill endure despite the evil devices of approach to life on God’s side is that 
ssuch men as Hitler, Vussolini, Stalin God wants and needs you to battle on 
sand Tojo. I wonder if we think we in His side. Most of us have cone wean 
America can escape from what others to what is called ‘close-in fighting’? 
thave not, or that the changing times with the forces of evil all haunt are a 
thave validated a chancing code of val- realize that we are pitted apainet Qa 
rues. fierce and treacherous power, and very 
Certainly we are passing through per- often we are left stranded to ficht ‘sr 
‘ilous days, and constantly and every- the high things of the soul alone “hy 
~where we are being seduced by false this is so, I cannot say, except that 
;prophets and traitorous maligners, al- the great and lasting values embody 


Be hiibns Geeomaded .thar:.the.. tine. in their center the synbol of a cross 
and possess beauty and power because 


itested heritage of English law, Pilgrim . 
(faith, and Christian democracy is no they have been achieved through suf- 


longer worth the love and loyalty of our fering and struggle. The Psalmist knew 
hearts. To admit we are living in diffi- that what was going on was a_hattle, 
ccult times is one thing, but unwise to and that it was the Lord’s battle, and 
yield our faith in God and our confidence that it was vital to be on the Lord’s 
iin His purposes for us in exchange for side. 

tthe empty panaceas of demogogues and No doubt, you react as I do very often 


atics. to all this; but I want a little peace, a 
Remember the biting satire in Behr- ee ase from the struggle, an armis- 
iat aadnmn JANE, szhere Jane -solic- tice with the principalities of darkness. 


And yet, the peace Christ promised to 
impart was peace not as the world gave, 
but rather a peace within, a quiet con- 
fidence in God, and a sense of victory 


jitous undertakes to cure Lord Fro 
tbisher’s asthma by offering a wonder- 
ful remedy she has in a notebook up- 
‘stairs. Her late husband suffered from ; : 
‘asthma, she said, and this prescrip- which the world could neither give nor 
ition worked wonders. Lord Frobisher take away. ‘lence, no matter what you 
asks, ‘‘What did your husband die of, 40 and how you compromise the foe, life 
Jane?”? ‘‘Asthma,’’ she replied. No remains a bitter and arduous struggle, 
‘matter how we whitewash evil and wick- and you have Bo choice but to fight on 
edness, the wages of sin is death! until the victor’s crown is yours. ‘The 
Federal Judge J. Frank VicLauchlin alternative is disaster, as inevitable 
made history not long ago, in refusing @§ death itself! Mi 
citizenship papers to a Polish Air Force The Psalmist does not end with judg- 
corporal, on the sroNEAe of refusal to ment. He ends with prayer: the prayer 
end the oath of allegiance with these of the God-examined heart: ‘Search me, 
words, SO help me Lod.” Corporal QO God, and know my heart: try me and 
Plywacki explained he was an atheist, know my thoughts: and see if there be 
therefore, could not, in honesty, use any wicked way in me, and lead me in 
those words. The Judge asked the cor- the way everlasting.” 
poral to read the inscription “In God 
we trust’? on the back of a coin, say- 


ing, “‘Our Government is founded on SENIORS BUILD CHAPEL 
Beals I od. You are asking for the Graduating seniors of Central High 
| an 2 - batt art of i Govern- School, Oklahoma City, Oklahoma, are 
rivliege 0 &P ”The Judge renovating a storage room themselves 
ment, but on your own terms. f Es to be used as a non-denominational stu- 
knew what the recent dictators of Eu- dent chapel as a class gift “to make 
rope and Asia have learned, what the the school better by our having been 
French are learning, what the Psalmist eke, : 


‘knew, - that God made every nation and 
individual potentially great, in proportion 


the way ‘lis spiritual laws and moral 
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ENOUGH FOR 


Spates yeah ba roi! 
CECIL URCH 


HE other day, according to the 
[chicas Sun-Times,’’ the Bax- 

ters received a letter from their 
son, Kenneth Baxter, a Lieutenant in 
the Air Force. Ken didn’t want them 
to worry about the near-crash of his 
Air Force Globemaster on a flight to 
Iceland. 


‘Since our arrival,’’ wrote the 22- 
year old navigator, “‘many people have 
been asking questions about our unus- 
ual crossing. I am worried that you 
might have heard about it. We did 
have trouble. 

‘We lost two engines and had to dump 
all our cargo, extra fuel -and anything 
else we could rip out.... After three 
hours we reached land, glorious Ice- 
land. Believe me, it is the prettiest 
sight I’ve ever seen.”’ 


A week later, in the safe haven of 


Iceland, Ken added: 


“1 don’t mean to sound morbid, Mom 
and Dad, but just so you may never 
worry or regret, I want you to know 
no matter what happens to me, it will 
be worth its We are doing an important 
job, and | have lived so much, been so 
many places, and enjoyed so much of 
this world and this life, to last me an 
eternity.” 


Even as they were re-reading their 
son’s letter, Mr. and Vrs. William Bax- 
ter received a telegram that the same 
globemaster plane, with their son again 
aboard, had crashed into the sea after 
taking off from Iceland for a return to 
the United States. 

“Wnough for eternity!’’ this young 
navigator assured his parents. What a 
magnificent challenge to hurl into the 
teeth of 'eath. Mis work was so im- 
portant that he was able to lose him- 
self. in it; it completely overshadowed 
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his own life. fle enjoyed life so much, 
every minute - it, that, no matter when 
Death might claim him, he could meet 
it with a smile. And it must have been 
a source of great comfort to the Baxters 
to learn that their son had reached such 
intimate terms with life and death. He 
expressed much the same sentiment as 
Jesus did when !le saw the cross loom- 

ing ever nearer on the horizon, ‘‘No man 

taketh away My life, but I lay it down 
of Myself.”’ (I John 10:18) 

1. ‘‘We are doing an important job,”’ 
said the young Lieutenant. He faced 
each day with a sense of glorious ad- 
venture, believing that he was helping 
to make the world a safer place for com- 
ing generations. Young as he was, Ken 
had already found the blessedness of 
which Thomas Carlyle wrote, “‘Blessed 
is he who has found his work; let him 
ask no other blessedness.” (Past and 
Present, Book III] Chapter II ) Ken’s 
word to his father and mother was much 
like Nehemiah’s message to those who 
tried to interrupt his work of rebuilding 
the walls of Jerusalem, ‘‘I am doing a 
reat work, aud I cannot come down.’’ 

Nehemiah 6:3 ). 

Both Ken and Nehemiah had a sense 
of mission in life, absolutely essential 
for anyone who would do effective work 
and be even moderately happy. ‘‘] must 
work the works of Him that sent Me,’’ 
said Jesus. (John 9:4), Every man who 
has earned a place in History’s Hall 
of Fame, has felt a deep sense of serv-r 
ing God and his fellowman. God called 
Moses to liberate the Children of Israel. 
Moses was most reluctant to undertake 
such a tremendous job. “Can’t you find 
someone else to do it?’’ he argued, “‘I 
am not the man for the job.’’ But God 
brushed aside Moses’ flimsy excuses 
and gave him the commission. For forty 
years Moses kept at his difficult task, 
and, since he was working for and with — 
God, he often called upon God for help. 
when the going was rough. And God 
never let him down! Thus Moses learned 
a lesson that is needful for us, [f you 
take God into partnership with you, you 
cannot fail. 5 

Our fathers spoke of work as ‘“‘the 
curse of Adam,”’ but they were wrong-- 
rather, Work is a Blessing! The Bible 


teaches that our first parents were far 
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from perfect, and that their loss of Eden 
was not a “‘fall’’but a rise. In Eden they 
lived a lazy life, almost animal-like; --- 


-naked and not even knowing it; dislik- 


ing work and considering it a curse; ig- 


inorant, unmoral, not having yet tasted 
‘of the “‘tree of knowledge of good and 


evil.”” By tasting it, they lost Eden, 
but they gained something infinitely 
better—a life of toil and hardship, a 
sense of working with God, a hunger 
for higher things, desire to gain knowl- 
edge. This certainly was no “‘fall!’’ To 

leave their naked animal life, to go to 

work, to gain knowledge, to learn the 

difference between good and evil, to 
become god-like, --- that was certain- 
ly a rise. 

That old Biblical story not only is 
a story of human progress, but, as such, 
it relieves Eve and her sex from the cen- 
sure they have so long suffered. Too 
long has man covered up his weakness 
by crying, ““The Woman, she tempted 
me!’’ Be glad that she did, that she 
took a leading part in progress, just as 
women have always done. It honors her 
as the first to see that this fruit, which 
Adam feared, was ‘“‘to be desired to 
make one wise’’ and godlike. It honors 
her as the first to try that blessed fruit 
of knowledge, just as she has been in 
many places. It then makes her persuade: 
her slower husband to partake of it, just 
as she still does in countless families 
in America, So, thanks largely to her, 
our first ancestors left Eden for a new 
life that was harder but higher. They 
were then on the road to becoming “*God- 
like’’, ‘‘a little lower than the angels.”’ 

2. “I have so greatly enjoyed this life 
and the world,’’ wrote Ken. God created 
man not to endure a dreary, drab exist- 
ence, but to enjoy life. I am suspicious 
of any religion that considers pleasure 
a sin. Movies, they insist, dancing, card- 
playing, roller-skating, anything that is 
fun is taboo. But was not Jesus a joy- 
ful man, fond of a joke, often a guest 
at weddings? Little children flocked to 
Him, because He told them sych inter 
esting stories. And well we know that 
children have no use for a long-faced 
sobersides. . 

The enjoyment of life requires a sense 
‘of humor, one of the most precious gifts 


that God bestowed on man. Abraham Lin- 
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coln carried a heavy burden during the 
War. Maligned and attacked by friend and 
foe, with burdens too great for any mor- 
tal man, he kept his head and his health 
by keeping a ready fund of jokes to tell 

when he was close to wit’s end. Here 
is a story that Lincoln would have en- 
joyed, and it’s most pertinent in this 

oe of government restrictions on agri- 
culture. A farmer hauled a load of prod- 

uce to an asylum. One of the inmates 

was assigned to help unload the wagon. 

Pausing for a rest, the farmer asked, 

“*You ever do any farming?” ‘‘Oh, yeah, 

I’ve farmed,’’ the helper replied and 
went back to work. After a while he 
said to the farmer, ‘‘You ever live in 

an asylum?”’ “‘No,’’admitted the farmer. 

“Well, I can tell you this much,” said 
the inmate, “‘it beats farmin’!’’ 

There’s nothing like a hearty laugh 
to stir up a sluggish liver, and keep a 
man healthy. And fortunate is the man 
who has learned to laugh at himself. 

The wise man in the Bible was abso- 
lutely right, ‘‘A merry heart doeth good 
like a medicine, but a broken spirit dri- 
eth up the bones.” The crepe-hanger- 
-- advertises the fact that his faith is 
weak, but the Christian sings, “‘I would 
look up, and laugh, and love and lift.’’ 
Certainly Ken had learned this lesson 
before he was able to assure his parents 
that he had ‘‘enough for eternity!”’ 

3. ‘Enough vies Eternity?’’ Only if 
you have a definite sense of mission 
in life, realizing that you are a co-work- 
er with God, only if you truly enjoy the 
beauty and goodness of God’s Good 
Earth here and now, can you face death 
with equanimity, as Ken did. 

Death is not the fearsome spectre that 
it has been painted. And I speak from 
a wealth of experience, in military com- 
bat, as well as in my civilian pastorates. 
Only the pagan wails, ‘‘'Tis a fearful 
thing to die, and go you not where.”’ 
But the Christian knows that Death is 
only Moving-Day, without all the back- 
breaking labor of packing and trans- 
porting excess baggage. Death is earned 
rest for the weary, when we leave all 
the worthless trappings of earth andmove 
into the spacious homes prepared for us 
in Heaven. Christians look forward to 
meeting their Master in an unfettered 
life, where there will be no more heart- 
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break or pain, or sorrow or parting. Only 

God and our loved ones who await us, 
and an opportunity to grow and serve be- 
yond all our earthly dreams. If we, like 

young Ken, have learned to live with the 
true, the beautiful, the good, then death 
will be a graduation into ‘‘the life which 

is Life fade 

“‘Come on!’’ shouted a young Lieuten- 
ant leading a charge against the enemy, 
““D’ya want’a live forever?’’ No, we 
don’t want to live forever. I can con- 
ceive of no more torturous hell than an 
eternity of physical life, with fading 
powers, dimming vision, worn-out body. 
Thank God that He is a Spirit and that 
at death man’s “‘natural body’’ is raised 
as a ‘‘spiritual body.”’ 

The certainty of death should remind 
us, however, that our hold on life is ten- 
uous, like a slender cord that may break 
tomorrow. It should not cause us to be 
morbid or tearful, but it ought to keep 
reminding us to be kinder and more help- 
ful to our companions-of-the-way, to 
heed the words of the poet: 


“Help me to understand another’s woe 

And speak the word 

Of healing comfort, so his heart may 
know 

Somebody cares, that oil and wine 
were poured 

To heal his wound. And though I have 
gone on upon my way, 

He’ll know a friend, although unknown, 
stood by today.”’ 


Aye, Christian, remember Christ and 
His compassion for the poor and the 
needy, the sick, the lame and the blind. 
Do live today that you may have no vain 
regrets tomorrow. When friends and rel- 
atives gather to comfort your bereaved 
family and gaze upon your bloodless 
face, will they say, ‘‘We’ll miss him 
so! We’ll never forget how kind he was 
when we needed a friend??? Or will they 
murmer their condolences while they 
keep thinking, ‘‘He sure fooled me--I 
thought he was too mean to die?”’ 

Deep in the heart of man is the un- 
quenchable dream which Jesus of Naza- 
reth | tumed into a shout. “In My Fa- 
ther’s house are many mansions-’’--- 
then He walked out into them by wa 
of a cross, and beckons to us bevent: 
smiling at what death has done to [im 


Page 186 


the print of the nails and the spear. If 
that isn’t God’s idea, then God missed 
something vast, and I’ve got it; and I'll 
fling it ahead of me, as Black Douglas 
flung the heart of Robert Bruce into the 
middle of the battle, drew his sword 
and cried, ‘On, brave heart! I follow!”’ 
I’ve looked into a face that won’t let 
me do less. A face that makes me feel 
strangely alone, and ‘‘Somehow big,”” 
as one of our minor poets has it, with 
no one else in the world but God and me 
talking it over, talking the whole thin 
over: Creation and life and death an 
the end of things and all the new be- 
ginnings!” 
You parents, who mourn the passing 
of your young son to his eterna] home, 
as you have committed his body to its 
resting place in the earth from whence 
it came, so commend his Spirit unto the 
loving God Who gave it, And cultivate 
that same faith in a life beyond, which 
sustained your young soldier as he smil- 
ingly kept his rendezvous with Death. 
Mr.-and Mrs. William Baxter, I salute 
you, as I also salute the gallant, Christ- 
like spirit of your son, Lieutenant Ken- 
neth Baxter. 
“*Push gaily on, strong heart: 
The while 
You travel forward mile by mile, 
He loiters with a backward smile 
Till you can overtake, 
And strains his eyes, to search 
his wake 
Or, whistling, as he sees you 
through the brake, 
Waits on a stile.”’ 
--Robert Louis Stevenson, from 
"Poems & Ballads.”* 


ere Tet TT 
Prayer: Open Thou our eyes, O God, that 

we may see beauty and truth as Thou. 
wouldst have us see, and not be blind.O 
grant us through all the changing pattern 
of the years, to live our lives with Thee : 
down the ways of Thy good and change- 
less will inChrist Jesus. And when our ~ 
eyes are blinded by tears, teach us to — 
put our hand in Thine, Amen. 


It is not enough that the child is good; 

what is he good for? That is the parent- 
al responsibility to God, and to the ---- 
child! 
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} YE SHALL BE 


MY WITNESSES 


WILLIAM M. ELLIOTT 


MTEXT: ACTS 1:8, “Ye shall be my 
witnesses both in Jerusalem, 
and in all Judea, and in Samaria, 


and unto the uttermost part of 
the earth.”’ 


S THE record stands, this was 
Ax last utterance of our Lord 

while on this earth. That we 
«should be His witnesses was His last 
ccommand, His concluding commission, 
{His final appeal. 

Observe, first, that Christ’s fol- 
liowers are to be His witnesses, not 
IHis advocates. We are not asked to 
‘debate, but to show what we know 
\from life of Christ’s power in our lives, 
‘Religious debate invites opposition; 
testimony disarms and wins! | well 
‘remember the testimony of the young 
Pn called upon in a circle of stu- 
ents to say what Christ had meant 
to her. Although she looked to be one 
who was too shy to speak, she testi- 
fied: ‘“‘Jesus Christ has taken fear 
out of my life.” 

As with this young girl, we are to 
share with others our own experien- 
ces of His transforming power and 
His redeeming grace. That makes of 
this thing of Evangelism or witness- 
ing a much simpler thing than many 
suppose. 

We are not to try to win religious 
debates. We are not to work in ways 
in which we have no skill or little in- 
clination.We are just to be witnesses. 
It is not our business to win souls. 
We cannot win them. Christ wins them! 
Our business is to tell men about 
Christ, and He will draw them to Him- 


self. 


What He asks us to do is so _ sim- 


ple anyone can do it. ‘Go and tell the 


Abstract of anaddress by Dr. Elliott 
before the conference on *’Evangel - 
ism** at Montreat, N. C., May 30 and 
31, 1956, as printed in the July 11th 
edition of the Christian Observer. 


next man you meet what God has done 
for you,’ is the way William Booth 
spoke of it in instructing the young 
soldiers of his Salvation Amy. 
Secondly, observe that witnessing 
is the duty of all Christians - not just 
the job of professional workers only. 
It is the job of any individual who 
ever heard the Good News, It is one 
loving heart setting another heart on 
fire. This has not been sufficiently 
understood by the average layman. He 
has thought that this was the particu- 
lar responsibility of the preacher. It 
was the preacher’s job, the layman 
has thought. But the truth is that the 
preacher was not meant to do this work 


alone. . : ; 
A layman’s testimony is often infin- 


itely more effective than that of the 
pastor. People expect it of the pas- 
tor. It comes as a welcome word from 
the layman. It is the duty of every 
person. 

Read your New Testament and see 
how it was the testimony of the ordi- 
nary Christian which launched the 
early Church. Then remember that in 
every congregation there are many 
who have never said a word to an- 
other about commitment to Christ. It 
has been said that 95% of the Chris- 
tians of America have never won a 
soul to Christ. 

Why? First because of shyness or 
reticence. We find it difficult to speak 
to people of so personal a matter. 
Some one has called this a form of 
trespassing on the personality. But 
is it? Few subjects are more discus- 
sed; people do talk: about religion. It 
is our duty to speak out. This reti- 
cence can be overcome. 

We do not witness, secondly, be- 
cause of an awareness of our own un- 
worthiness. Of course, sin does hin- 
der witness. Un-Christian conduct 
does shriek against the creed. But 
the remedy is not silence but an alter- © 
ed life. Instead of failing to witness 
we can let God clean up our lives. 
We can also remember we are wit- 
nesses concerning Christ, not our- 
selves. Surely no one can be asham- — 
ed of Him. ‘ 

A third reason we do not witness 
is that we are embarrassed by those 
who witness in glib and terrible ways. 
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But let us not judge too harshly. Have 
you noticed how God _ uses blunder- 
ing ways? 

Fourth, people do not witness: be- 
cause they have nothing to share. We 
have our names on a roll. But Christ 
has never done anything for us. We 
have not been changed. If we had been 
changed, it would spill over into the 
lives of others. When a man has good 
news to tell, he will tell it! 

It is when our own hearts have been 
strangely warmed that we are encour- 
aged to witness. This thing we call 
evangelism is the spontaneous result 
of a great experience. The Christian 
who has no urge to spread his faith 
may ask himself if it is genuine. 

The modern Church needs an army 
of dedicated laymen and ministers 
who will forget their reticence, and 
tell the world of their faith. It is a- 
mazing what a determined Christian 
layman can do. 

You perhaps know of the man who 
is, to me, the prime example of this. 
He is a Presbyterian officer ina Tex- 
as Church, who despite limited health 
brought 612 persons into his church, 
in less than six years. Of these, 144 
were on profession of faith, 66 on re- 
affirmation, and 402 by transfer. Ina 
ten months period when no regular pas- 
tor was serving his church he won 125. 
There were 46 on profession, 6 on re- 
statement, and 76 by letter. All this 
was done calling between the hours 
of 4 and 7 P. M. 

I am not asking that we buttonhole 
total strangers. I am only asking that 
when the door is opened we will enter. 
In what natural ways the doors open! 
And when you take the natural open- 
ing, it pays dividends. There is not 
anything like winning another to Him! 
There is no joy like it! 

The communists have a fanatical 
devotion to their task. They are out 
to win the world, Are we? They are 
out to win disciples, Are we? If we 
have not a burning zeal, we deserve 
to lose. 

“Ye shall be My witnesses in Je- 
rusalem, and in all Judea, and in Sa- 
maria, and unto the uttermost parts 
of the world.’’ God give us grace to 
do it! 
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THE PLEASURE OF 


GC oTé Ness eNERG. 


WILLIAM J. KRUTZA 


TEXT: Acts 20:35 “It is more blessed 


to give than to receive”’ 


OST people are more interested in 
M “getting” than in ‘‘giving.’”” It is 

the nature of man to have things, 
regardless of their value. Many seek to 
get riches. They worship money. Re- 
gardless of the task before them, they 
view it only in terms of financial gain. 
Many seek to get popularity. They wor- 
ship public opinion. Whatever pleases 
our neighbor in a manner that makes him 
think more highly of us is the main mo- 
tivation in life. Especially is this true 
in our present generation when success 
seems to be determined by popularity. 
Many seek to get enjoyment. They wor- 
ship pleasure. They go from-place to 
place trying to find friends and enter- 
tainment that bring some degree of hap-— 
piness. Many seek to get ahead in life! 
They worship personal ambition. Their 
whole endeavor centers around being — 
first in business or society. 

Cutting across this general philoso- 
phy of man comes the Christian philoso- 
phy of giving. Luke expresses it when 
he quotes the words of Jesus, ‘“‘/t is 
more blessed to give than to receive,” 
The Christian philosophy is a reverse 
of the philosophy of the world. Rather 
than getting, the Christians practice 
giving, It has always increased in pro- 
portion as it has given itself away. 

Possibly some people accept this 
statement in Acts as being true as far 
as the Bible is concerned, but they have 
not tested its truth in actual experience. 
This is the acid test for all truth. If 
this fact was true in the experience of 
all Christians, the church would also 
experience a major revolution in budgets. 
We would have the money to support 
enough missionary workers to be able to 
evangelize the world in our generation, 

This great fact has been demonstrated. 
in the present and in the past. It is for 
us to grasp the challenge of this Bibli- 
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cal statement and make it a part of our 
lhristian living. 


/emonstrated by 
lany Churchmen 

The pages of modern history contain 
‘any thrilling stories of great mission- 
ties who have proven this text to be 
rue. The Lord’s servants in many lands 
ave 25 of their fortunes,their friends, 
1eir homes, and their great opportuni- 
‘es to become rena iat to bring the 
cospel of Jesus Christ to needy people. 
(hat they have found greater blessing 
1 giving than in receiving is a foregone 
onclusion. 

History books would reveal a multi- 
ide of the Lord’s faithful servants who 
save demonstrated with their time, tal- 
nts, and their very lives that this text 
s still true. One can easily recall the 
ames of outstanding missionaries of 
ae past, such as Carey and Judson. 
‘hese servants went out without any in- 
ention of making a name for themselves, 
nd without any hope of living in lux- 
try. They had one burning desire-- the 
vangeli zation of the pagans! 

The reformers and the martyrs demon- 
trated this text also. Martin Luthergave 
fhis time, energy, prestige and wealth, 
> the work of giving out the gospel 
ruth that “‘the just shall live by faith.” 
ohn Huss, the well-known Bohemian re- 
ormer, was burned at the stake. He 
villingly gave his life. The catacombs 
f Rome are positive evidence that the 
thristians of the early centuries knew 
hat is was more blessed to give than 
» get! They gave their lives rather 
ian deny their true faith, or obtain 
olitical protection. They could have re- 
eived much, but they gave instead, 


)emonstrated by 
{ew Testament Christians 


In the second chapter of the Book of 
\cts we read of the community of goods 
racticed by the early followers of Jesus 
thrist. They gave up their wealth and 
roperty for the benefit of others. Many 
f these people forsook their trades, 
heir positions, their desires, and their 
mbitions to be numbered among those 
ho were known as Christians. Had not 
hrist called them to forsake all and 
slow Him? 

The apostle Paul demonstrated the 
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fact of this text in presenting himself 
unreservedly to his Master. He so com- 
pletely gave himself to the propagation 
of the gospel that we stand amazed at 
the work that he accomplished. 

Tradition tells us that all of the first 
twelve disciples gave their lives in some 
form of violent death. Most of them are 
believed to have been crucified like 
their Master. They would rather give up 
life itself than deny their faith. What 
they could receive from this world could 
not be compared even with life itself, 
so they willingly gave. 


Demonstrated by 
God Himself 

All the demonstrations by man will 
never equal the giving of God, The most 
familiar verse in the Bible tells us that 
““God so loved the world that he gave, 
.. (John 3:16). We stand amazed in His 
presence because of the liberality of 
His giving.Surely He did not give in the 
hope as receiving an equal portion in re- 
turn! He knew that He could not expect 
much from man. 

We are told that “He giveth to all life, 
and breath and all things;’’ (Acts 17:25). 
“God hath given to us eternal life...” 
(1 John 5:11). “He giveth power to the 
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faint, and to them that have no might He 
increaseth strength.”” (Isaiah 40:29). 
‘Who giveth food to all flesh...”’ (Psalm 
136:25). ‘‘For the Lord giveth wisdom..”’ 
(Prov.2:6). These and the many other 
passages in the Bible lend support to 
the glorious truth that God is a Giver! 
The Psalmist said, “no good thing 
will He withhold from them that walk 
uprightly.”’ (Psalm 84:11), To His chil- 
dren God is waiting to give forth of the 
riches that He possesses. He will not 
withhold anything from us that is good 
for us. He is always giving, never ceas- 
ing in this wonderful action. Truly God 
has demonstrated, and He continues to 
demonstrate, that ‘“‘it is more blessed 
to give than to receive.’’ When other 
friends and sources fail, He is still the 
same, His supply never wanes, His hand 
never becomes weary in the extension 
to needy souls. There is nothing that He 
cannot supply to us. In Him is the treas- 
ure-house of all life. He is forus, be- 
cause He is a Giver! 


The Essentials 
of Right Giving 

Sometimes it is possible to give with- 
out having the Christian spirit. We all 
should have the right motive, the right 
object, and the right view of the amount 
to be given. These have all been set 
forth before us by God Himself. 

We read that ‘‘God so loved... that 
he gave.....”" The motive of God’s giv- 
ing is His great love for humanity. He 
did mt limit His gift because He did 
not limit His love. Since God loves man- 
kind, He also freely gives to mankind. 

A loving Being could not withhold the 
expression of love-- gifts to others! 
This, too, should be the prime motive 
of our giving. We should so love the 
world that we expend our resources 
through generous giving. 

The object of God’s love was others. 
“God so loved the world....’’ It was 
not love for Himself, but a love for hu- 
manity that caused him to give. Human - 
ity rightfully deserved the wrath of God. 
He loved the unlovely, for who on earth 
can say that he is worthy of the love of 
God? metimes we give because we 
know that we shall be recognized. Some- 
times we give because we desire our 
giving to be seen by others. We like to 
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show them up. How many people would 
refuse to give if their names were not 
put on a bronze plaque? The true motive 
of our giving should be that we have a 
deep love within our souls for others, 
The object of our giving should not be 
the personal glory of the act, but the 
spiritual uplifting of others. There is 
a great need for this type of humble giv: 
ing in the churches today. 

The extent of God’s giving was a com: 
plete sacrifice. “‘...he gave his only be- 
gotten Son.’’ The whole of heaven was 
valueless in comparison to Jesus Christ. 
He was the complete sacrifice of God. 
No more need be given! To be consist- 
ent with His great love God made this 
sacrifice. 

We must learn that sacrificial giving 
is the only type of giving that pleases 
God. We have no right to become proud 
of the small offerings we present to the 
Lord, especially when we are only try- 
ing to outdo some other miser. The re- 
serves that we keep for ourselves in 
hundreds and thousands of dollars are 
usually far greater than ten times that 
which we have given. Those who_ sacri- 
fice in giving,even if the amount is very 
small, find the real joy and pleasure of 
giving. This pleasure comes when we 


sacrifice for the work of the Church. 


Let Us Demonstrate 


The world is in great need. Unless 
we put this into practice today these 
needs will not be met. Someone will 
not hear the gospel, someone will not 
have his wounds dressed properly,some- 
one will not learn how to read and write, 
someone will not have. the victory over 
fear and death, and someone will starve 
to death. All of these people will be a- 
ble to accuse us of neglegence on the 
final day if we don’t go forth with gifts 
to meet their needs. There is great joy 
waiting to flood into the hearts of the 
Christians who will put this into action. 
There is pleasure in giving, on earth 
and in heaven, for "Gad loveth a cheer- 
ful giver.”” 


A Christian layman said, “I wish I 
could deal such blows to stony hearts!” — 
The marble cutter replied, “You could 
if you worked on your knees like I do!” 
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THE SAME SPIRIT 


W. R. SIEGART 
TEXT: I Cor. 12:11. All these worketh 


that one and the selfsame spir- 
it, dividing to every man sever- 
ally as he will. 


NE of the ideas which has brought 
(est harm to human lives is the 
dividing into compartmentsor areas. 
And one of these, long persisting, is 
ithat certain areas of life are sacred, 
and others are secular. Carried far, folk 
begin to believe that these are entirely 
distinct and separate, and the twain 
shall never meet. Of course, this is a 
wrong dualistic idea of the world. 
Following this through, too many folk 
believe that religion js a matter for Sun- 
days, for church services, for holy days, 
and that the rest of the time is secular 
and not to have religion in it. In the 
field of government we find folk say- 
ing that Church and state are separate; 
one is sacred and the other, secular. 
‘Thus we find lack f norality in gov- 
ernment officials and a break-down in 
‘simple honesty. Then we keep saying 
that certain occupations and profes- 


sions are holy and sacred, while other 
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yg and professions are secu- 
ar. 

All this results in unnecessary con- 
fusion. Sometimes folk have certain 
talents and abilities which they feel 
God cannot use because they think 
aay are without the pale of the sac- 
red, 

Yet while this may seem like a mod- 
ern development, it is old, Like many 
problems within a congregation, this 
one was in existence in the church at 
Corinth. Paul had quite a time with 
that congregation. His letters to this 
church are filled with admonition and 
advice aimed at correcting the prob- 
lems. 

Again and again Paul writes about 
gifts of the spirit. It was while meet- 
ing this, in fact in the chapter next aft- 
er our text, that he writes his famous 
exposition of faith, hope and love. One 
person would say his gift of the spirit 
was the most important; another would 
say his gift of the spirit was the most 
important. And so it went until a con- 
troversey developed. Problem after prob- 
lem is considered by Paul, and then he 
writes, ‘‘Now concerning spiritual gifts, 
brethren, I would not have you ignor- 
ant.’ One of the finest presentations of 
the Spirit’s working in man that we have 
comes next. “‘Now there are diversi - 
ties of gifts, but the same spirit.” “All 
these worketh that one and the selfsame 
Spirit, dividing to every man severally 
as He will.”’ 
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We seem rather slow in grasping the 
idea of the spirit of God. This is un- 
fortunate. The Kingdom of God must 
come among men through the Spirit of 
of God. All this Meenas first from the 
recognition of God, No man can rightly 
call Jesus ‘“Lord’’ except by the Holy 
Spirit. True, there are people who say, 
“Lord, Lord,” and still not know Him. 
In the day when He will judge the earth 
many will say, ‘‘Lord, lord.” and yet 
be refused entrance into the Kingdom. 

The reason is plain. Words are mean- 
ingless unless the heart and the spirit 
are in the words. Words must convey 
thoughts, ideas, feelings. Used merely 
as words in themselves they are with- 
out meaning. So when we speak of Je- 
sus as Lord, we must mean it in spir- 
it and in truth. 

And that is what Paul means when 
he writes that no man can call Jesus 
“Tord” except by the Spirit. That 
Spirit of God worketh in the heart and 
soul of man to bring him to God. It 
means surrender to God; it means liv- 
ing with our Lord. You see, belief in 
God involves more than merely saying 
“Lord, Lord.”’ It involves all life and 
all living. It means the Spirit of God 
actually guides our wills and rules our 
lives. It means that our Lord IS, and 
that He lives with us daily. All else 
depends upon this, for if we do not be- 
lieve in God, vitally, and if we do not 
actually let His Spirit live with us, we 
will not recognize our gifts and talents 
as from God, nor be able rightly to use 
them. 

Paul then proceeds with different 
ways of doing things, of different mani- 
festations of the Spirit, of different tal- 
ents and gifts. Much as we would like 
to do so, time is too short to comment 
on all these. So let us-choose a few, 
and in this way mirror all. 

Is there not much food for thought in 
these statements; “Differences of ad- 
ministrations, but the same Lord... di- 
versities of operations, but it is the 
same God who worketh all in all?”’ 

Sometimes we make rather unfair, or 
even unjust, comparisons. The people 
at Corinth did that. One spoke of the 
way Paul did things, another of Apol- 


los, another of Peter. Too often, I am 
afraid, we want all else to fit into our 
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groove. We want things done the way 
we have always done them; we want 
plans and procedures followed that lie 
in the past. When such happens we need 
to meditate upon these words of Paul, 
‘‘The same Lord, the same God_ work- 
eth all in all.’’ VWethods and manners- 
-may vary, but as long as they are done 
in the Spirit of the Lord, and with his 
euidance, all is well. 

Men are sometimes prone to put meth- 
ods and ways of doing things ahead of 
spiritual content.Never should we judge 
by method and manner alone. Never, as 
between people. Always, we should 
judge by our Lord and His Spirit. 

But what about us ordinary mortals 
with all our failings? Can we accom- 
plish much for our Lord, We too often 
take stock of our talents, our gifts, our 
environment, then exclaim, “I have less 
than they! How poor I am! How small! 
And is this all?’’ Too often we seek 
quantity, position, place. But Paul, he 
would say: “‘It is not these that are 
important. It is the Spirit which is im- 
portant. All these worketh that one and 
selfsame Spirit. Would that we could 
understand fully that it is the Spirit 
which is more important than anything 
else. 

Mere size is not as important as the 
use we make of what we have. The larg- 
est brain on record belonged to an im- 
becile. 

Here we are, created by God, placed 
on this earth with certain talents and 
abilities. All lies before us. Which way 
will we take? In the Grand Central Sta- 
tion in New York City one may see the 
trains standing side by side, each head- 
ed north. As far as the eye can see the 
tracks are parallel, and go into the dis- 
tance together. One day a man came hur- 
riedly to board one of the trains. See- 
ing him rushing,a porter said to him, 
“*You’d better be sure where you are go- 
ing before you get aboard.’’ Two trains 
standing side by side started out toge- 
ther and went along together for a dis- 
tance. Then a switch clicked! No one 
on either train noticed it. But the two 
trains began to separate. One train went 
on to Boston and the other train went on 
to Chicago. One went Fast, and the oth- 
er West. All life is like that. We had bet- 


ter be sure where we are going, and the 
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wway we are going. If life be lived with 
the Spirit of God, behold, all things will 
oe well. 

“*A man’s nervous breakdown is not 
ddue to the failure to adapt himself to 
mis environment, but to his failure to a- 
cdapt himself to himself.’? So wrote the 
psychologist Morton in his ‘Childhood 
Hears.” Failure to adapt ourselves with 
courselves—what a tragedy that is! We 
must look at ourselves, our talents, our 
cabilities, and not belittle them, but re- 
rmember they are gifts of God, and with 
tthe guidance of God’s Spirit, we can ac- 
ccomplish much to advance !lis Kingdom. 

Take our own Reading, Pennsy|!vania, 
Vluseum. It came into being through much 
»pposition, through adversity, and trial, 
pecause some people believed in it. 

Young Frederick Grant Santing was a 
noor Canadian surgeon who had to sup- 
»lement his living by teaching. Yet he dis- 
covered insulin. 

During the last war a 26-yr. old young 
man classified 3-A went to work in the 
Baldwin Locomotive Works to help build 
heavy tanks. ‘fe wasn’t used to such 
work, but he wanted to do his part. He 
asked to be put on the 4 to 12 night 
shift. During the daylight he wanted 
ito continue the career he had begun in 
peace time. Sometime later the Amer- 
ican Academy in Rome announced that 
this young man, Elmore Cave, had won 
ithe first prize in its annual sculpture 
contest. ‘lis sculpture was a riveter 
and his helper operating a 90 pound riv- 
eter. ‘lis prize was $1000, and his bud- 
dies in the shop were most agreeably 
surprised. 

All these worketh that one and self- 
same Spirit. The world is crying today 
for men and women who are Spirit filled, 
erying for folk to labor for the Tord. In 
the Church, out of the Church, God calls 
for workers for !fis Kinedom. i very hon- 
est piece of work, done as in the Spir 
it of the Lord, is an aid to mankind and 
is holy. Let us, in the Spirit of the Lord, 
dedicate our talents and abilities, what- 
ever God has given us, to our Lord and 
let !lim use us as ‘le will. 
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Sharing one’s interests, ones time, 
ind one’s possessions, reveals true Chris- 
janity in action. -- Herbert N. Casson. 
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THE CALL OF THE: WILD 


William A. Hubbard 
Gai years ago, Jack London wrote 


an interesting story entitled, ‘‘The 

Call of the Wild.’’ The story con- 
cerned a dog by the name. of Buck who 
was taken into the Klondike Gold Re 
gions by his master. The master and 
the dog were very devoted. The dog was 
part wolf and part shepherd but the wolf 
art lingered as a passion for the wild 
life of his forebearers. Often at night 
the howling of the wild wolf pack would 
tug at Buck’s heart. There were times 
when he would leave the camp and be 
gone for three or four days; but his love 
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for his master would bring him back. 
From one of those expeditions out with 
the wild pack, Buck returned to find the 
camp destroyed and his masteremurdered. 
The last tie to civilization was broken. 
That night he heard the yelping of the 
wolf pack. After turning to look back at 
his murdered master, Buck trotted off 
into the woods and joined the wild pack 
for good. Later it was reported that a 
wild wolf pack was being led by a dog- 
like wolf, more fierce than the rest. The 
call of the wild was so strong that Buck 
finally went back completely into the 
wild life. 

There is a similar story to this in 
the New Testament concerning the prod- 
igal son who had a longing for the wild 
life. He had a longing to spend his mon- 
ey in riotous living with the fellows of 
of his contemporary world. The call of 
the wild was so strong in him that he 
finally went to them and with them wast- 
ed his money in riotous living. But the 
call of the wild in the prodigal son was 
never so strong as to win him completely. 
Finally there was complete transition 
back to the civilization of his father. 
His father received him and restored him 
to his rightful place. 

Within all of our hearts, evil tugs 
from time to time. Sin calls, and many 
times we make excursions doing those 
things that are not right in the sight of 
God nor even in the sight of man. There 
are occasions when we fall short of 
what we ourselves hold as an ideal for 
our lives. 

There are some individuals that in- 
tensify that tug for the bad within us. 
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They make it harder for us to do good 
and to live well. They make it easy for 
us to do wrong and to find a temporary 
sense of satisfaction in doing wrong. 
They make us desire less than the best. 
There are some organizations that in- 
tensify that tug in our lives. Some groups 
encourage the evil instincts within us. 
Some groups intensify the fears we have. 
Some groups make it more difficult for 
us to live well. Some urge us to make 
excursions into the cess pools of human- 
ity. 

There are other individuals and 
other organizations that help us to be 
better. They intensify our desire to do 
good. They constantly hold up an ideal 
before us that we may seek to achieve 
that ideal. There are some friends that 
just naturally make us feel better and 
make us want to do better day by day. 
They make us understand that less than 
the best is beneath the dignity of a 
child of God. No honor belongs to the 
individual or group that makes us_ less 
that ideal. There are some friends that 
just naturally make us fee] better and 
make us want to do better day by day. 
They make us understand that less than 
the best is beneath the dignity of a 
child of God. No honor belongs to the 
individual or group that makes us less 
lovely and pl eae our lives. It is good 
to have friends and to belong to organi- 
zations that make us better, that help 
us live our lives in a finer way, that 
give us a sense of understanding and 
helpfulness for that which is noble. It 
is good to have such friends and to be- 
long to such groups. A person is known 
by the company he keeps. 

I want to remind you today that one 
of the great organizations which will 
give us physical and spiritual and in- 
tellectual stamina is the Church. The 
Church is made up of a group of people 
trying to live-better lives, who are seek- 
ing to be integrated on the highest level 
of creative living as has been discovered 
through the experiences of living. The 
Church is an organization wherein we 
may find an opportunity to be of some 
service to humanity and make that ser. 
vice felt in a finer and more emphatic 
way. The Church is an organization 
through which we worship God, for we 
are children of God and have an instinct 

(See page 196, 
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| PRINCIPLES and PRACTICE of PREACH- 

ING. Ilion T. Jones,Abingdon, 272-p., ,includ 

jing an 8-page index, and 12-page Selected - 

| Bibliography ‘‘On The Preacher and —----- 
Preaching”’ $3.75 


A comprehensive Study of the art of 
‘Sermon Construction, by a man who has 
a deep-faith and believes that. preach- 
‘ing has a divine commission; that God 
|has ordained preaching to attain results 
that can be attained in no other way. The 
sermon is the unique method for leading 
people to believe that God is, that he is 
‘aware of their needs and cares for them, 
and knows them as individuals. Preach- 
ing can lead men to an experience and 
\understanding fellowship with God. 

fter outlining the special function of 
Sy Dr. Jones turns to the actual 
uilding of the sermon; the necessary 
study, 9 eerie and planning, before- 
-=- standing before a congregation, to at- 
tempt speaking for God. 

his is a book for the experienced min- 
ister, as well as for the beginner. Here 
we are shown how to point the way, by 
making the Word real to those who come 
seeking the Way. 


APPOINTMENT WITH GOD 
J. B. Phillips, Macmillan, 61-p- $1.75 


This is a book of instruction on the 
meaning and importance of the sacrament 
of communion, built upon and around the 
words of Jesus, in the Upper Room. 

This book is for the study of lay-mem- 
bers, especially those seeking member- 
ship in Christian churches, and not ful- 
ly aware of the importance of this sacra- 
ment in the life and spiritual growth of 
of the individual. Pastors lacking under- 
standing of the intrinsic importance of 
the sacrament of communion in the lives 
of people they aim to lead into a fellow- 
ship with God, will find the answer here. 


ADVENTURES in CHRISTIAN STEWARD- 
SHIP, R. C. Rein, Concordia, 99-p, paper 
bound, $1.00 


“Stewards who serve God primarily 
out of a sense of duty are at best second 
rate stewards,’’ says J. E, Herrmann, in 
the Foreword. The sigs chapters discuss 
man’s responsibility for blessings receiv- 
ed, in every area of life. This 1s a good 

-presentatiom and guide in the. area o 

“counting our blessings’’? and showing 
our understanding of these gifts, by ex- 
tending a hand in building, the kind of 
; that extends God’s love and 
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BRONZE TABLETS 
W. L. CLARK CO.,1Nc. 
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Cea 52 LAFAYETTE ST., NEW YORK 13 
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of Distinction 
AUSTIN ORGANS, INC. 


HARTFORD, CONNECTICUT 


awakens others to and understanding of 
life’s gifts and their source. 


MEN ON THEIR KNEES 
Kenneth O. Eaton, Abingdon, 96-p.$1.75 


Seven New Testament prayers, and their 
significance for today, are discussed in 
the seven chapters of this volume, by a 
man who obviously understands the bless- 
ing of the privilege of prayer. 

fers we have a picture of “‘men on their 
knees’’--Simeon, the Publican, Pharisee, 
Paul, Stephen, Jesus, and prayer in the 
early church. If you seek an understanding 
of the blessing of this gift, get this book. 


YESTERDAY SPEAKS TO TODAY 
Ivan Lee Holt, Abingdon, 96-p. $1.75 


Jonah, Micah, Habakkuk, Jeremiah, and 
Haggai, men of God in the 8th and 7th- 
centuries before Christ, are here presented 
by Bishop Holt, of the Methodist Church,-- 
because these men of bygone centuries, 
have something to pass on to us today, to 
show us the way to ease our modern trou- 
bles, by placing them in thehands of God. 


THE MAN WHO WOULD PREACH 
Robt. E. Keighton, Abingdon, 12&p. $2.00 


A book for preachers, written by a build- 
er of preachers, on “his nature, calling, 
and work,’’ in seven chapters, and an 8-- 

age Epilogue, on “‘I am a Minister.”’ The 
he chapters are: Confusions Come Far- 
ly; Comparisons May Be Dangerous; Eter- 
nity in an Hour; Even More Than Truth; 
Liberality of Adventure; Riddle of the 
Sermon, and To Serve a Cause. Eachof 
these chapters is packed with food for 
sober thought and contemplation, for any 
man considering the ministry as a life 
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calling, as well as one in the actual min- 
istry. 

The ‘‘Epilogue’’ is worth many times 
the price of the volume. Here is a book 
for study and self-examination. 


SERMONS ON MARRIAGE and FAMILY 
LIFE, Edited by John C, Wynn, Abingdon, 
173-p. $2.75 


The editor of this volume, director of 
the family education program of the Pres- 
byterian Board of ristian Education. 
(U.S.A.) Philadelphia, Dr. John C, Wynn, 
with the assistance of a special commit- 
tee of the Joint Dept. of Family Life in 
the Nat’l. Council of Churches, chose 16 
sermons from some 400 submitted for con- 
sideration “‘to show what Christian preach- 
ers are hed to challenge, comfort and 
guide families in the complex situations 
of modern life.’’ 

Every thinking person in this great land 
of ours, based upon Christian principles, 
taught in our homes and churches, will 
understand the value of such a volume, 
if studied soberly and conscientiously, 
with the aim of passing on the messages 
to those entrusted with the training of 

future leaders in our homes, churches,- 
communities, schools, and Nation. -—- 


CHRISTIAN FAMILY LIVING, titled, “An 
Adventure in Love’’, W. Taliaferro Thomp- 
son, Knox Press, 155-p. $2.50 


Here is a volume by a teacher, public 
speaker, lively grandfather, observer of 
human nature, --and this is only a modest 
sketck of the author’s rich background, 
as a basis for his views on living. 

Here is a man who has the wisdom to 
say, ‘‘Remember this, if you forget ev- 
erything else, parents are teachers who 
have no holidays!” 

The 6-chapters are: Yesterday and to- 
day; Love and Marriage; Love during the 
Critical Preschool years; Love During 
School Days; Love and Adolescence; 
Love Interacts. 

This is good reading for the pastor, 
and it wenle be a helpful book to recom- 
mend or give to couples who contact 
him for instruction, or marriage plans, 


THE STORY OF STEWARDSHIP, in the 
United States of America, George A. EK. 
Salstrand, Baker, 169-p, $3.50 


This volume of 16-chapters, and detailed 
index, covering “‘for the first time a defini- 
tive history of stewardship in the USA 
from colonial times to our present day.”? 
is designed for pastors and all who have 
responsibility for the support of religious 
work and institutions. 

Dr. Salstrand, instructor in Evangelism 
and New Testament at Tennessee Temple 
Schools, Chattanooga, is also author of 
The Tithe, Minimum Standard for Chris- 
tian Giving, and How to Preach From the 
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Gospel of John. 
This is an intriguing volume, as well 
as instructive and highly inspirational. 
copy of this volume should be a must 
in the stewardship library of every lo- 
cal church, and available to members 
of churches. We need to take the idea of in- 


dividual stewardship seriously in this 
land of many blessings. 
SPIRITUAL POWER For Your Congregation 


Carl Walter Berner, Concordia, 101-p,75¢ 
paper bound hand book, A Guide to Lay Ac- 
tivity. The Pastor’s Handbook and Idea Kit 
$1.56. Write for quantity prices. 


These handbooks are for use in the ac- 
tual work of organizing the lay-member- 
ship activities in the local church. Par- 
ish duties are the responsibility of the 
lay-members, and the privilege and bless- 
ing of accepting these should not be de- 
nied them. Plata and ideas are_ contained 
in these books. 


FROM THE WINDOW, a Set of 12-Tracts, 20¢ 
SUPPOSE IT’S TRUE, 10¢, written by the - 
Rev. Herman W. Gockel, Concordia Pub- 
lishing House, St. Louis. You will use 
these tracts to advantage, when visiting 

the sick or discouraged. 


The Call of the Wild (From page 194) 


to worship. It is through the Church that 
we learn how to worship and at the same 
time provide an atmosphere for Christian 
worship: The Church is an organization 
where men and women, boys and girls, 
have banded together in a fellowship 
signifying their intention to live as good 
lives as they possible can live. The 
Church has its example in the teachings 
of Jesus, for He not only is the ideal of 
the Church but He is the power of the 
Church. It is through Him that we have 
strength to live well. It is through Him 
that we know how to live better lives. 
Christ is that in our lives which will 
enable us to complete the highest pos- 
sible living day by day, week by week, 
and year by year. 

It is by following the teachings of 
this Jesus that these calls of the wild 
which come from time to time, do not 
destroy us but are submerged and set 
aside so that finally we are completely 
consumed by the call of the good and 
we are known as Christians who follow 
the living Savior. It is my earnest prayer 
that every man and woman, every bee 
and girl, will know Jesus and accept 
His way of life as their living way. Amen. 


The Expositor. 
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ONE OF 23 ADULTS 
AN ALCOHOLIC 


Defining an alcoholic as anyone who 
indulges in ‘‘repeated drinking to an 
2xtent that exceeds customary dietary 
ase or compliance with the social cus- 
toms of the community and that inter- 
feres with the drinker’s health or his 
social or economic functioning,’’ the 
surrent quarterly Journal of Studies on 
Alcobol publishes the results of a Yale 
Survey by Drs. Mark Keller and Vera El- 
fron who estimate that we now have 
1,589,000 alcoholics in the USA. 

This means that one out of every 23 
yersons in this country over 20 years 
yf age is an alcoholic. 

In the District of Columbia the rate 
or alcoholics is one out of every thir- 
een adults, including one out of every 
ight men. Staggering right behind the 
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District of Columbia in order are Cali- 
fornia, Connecticut, Nevada, Delaware, 
New York, New Jersey, Massachusetts, 
194 | Illinois, Maryland, New Hampshire, - 
174 | Ohio, Missouri and Pennsylvania. 
184 In Pennsylvania, 14th in this stag- 
187 gering succession, there are 333,450 
189 | alcoholics, or one out of every 22 a- 
193 | dults. Of the state’s total, 280,200 are 
191 men and 53,250 are women. Ihis means 


that one out of every 68 women and one 
out of every 13 men in the Keystone 
State is an alcoholic. 

In 1910 or in 1915, one out of every 
20 adults in the USA was listed as an 
alcoholic. Twenty-seven years of re- 
peal ave returned us almost to that 
low level. Wait a few years and we will 
begin to see the full effects of Repeal! 

It will again be one out of every 20 
adults an alcoholic, and one out of 
every five social drinkers an alcoholic. 
It is now one out of nine. 

Vhese are the facts--but you are a 
kill-ejoy, you are a blue nose, you are 
blind to gracious living and to the bet- 
ter things of life if you dare lift your 
voice against drink. How far will we 
need to sink before the people of this 
nation wake up! --before they become 
frightened at what they are doing? 

Let not America die in a drunken 
stupor! 

eT he Christian Statesman, May 1956 
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